The Titanic Unit Plan

I. Descriptive Characteristics

Unit Title: The Titanic
Teacher(s): Christy Keeler
Grade Level: 5
Number of Days Required: 5
Time of Year Presented: Spring
II. Rationale/Overview

Primary Unit Goal:

Students will situate the Titanic tragedy within its historical context recognizing push and pull factors of immigration, technology related to the tragedy, and common experiences of nineteenth and early twentieth century immigrants to the United States.

Justification for Time of Year:

Students traditionally become less motivated to work when spring weather arrives. Therefore, it is critical the curricular topics presented be intrinsically motivating. The Titanic tragedy offers factors that will motivate students beyond more traditional curricular topics. 

Additionally, the first semester is often dedicated to the founding of the United States through the eighteenth century. A chronological approach would situate this topic in the early spring. 

Importance for Unit from Child’s Perspective:

Students have heard of the Titanic. This unit gives them the opportunity to learn more about the ship and its tragedy. Students also will recognize how their lives are similar to and different from those who immigrated to this country.

There are factors in childrens’ lives that are unpalatable from their personal perspectives (e.g., they are required to do their homework and make up their beds, they are provided limited resources for their personal comfort). This unit will help students recognize how the factors that are bothersome in their own lives are significantly different from their experiences of those in previous times.

NCSS Standards Addressed:

· IIa. Demonstrate an understanding that different scholars may describe the same event or situation in different ways but must provide reasons or evidence for their views.

· IId. Identify and use processes important to reconstructing and reinterpreting the past, such as using a variety of sources, providing, validating, and weighing evidence for claims, checking credibility of sources, and search for causality.

· IIe. Develop critical sensitivities such as empathy and skepticism regarding attitudes, values, and behaviors of people in different historical contexts.

· IIIi. Describe ways that historical events have been influenced by, and have influenced, physical and human geographic factors in local, regional, national, and global settings.

· IVf. Identify and describe the influence of perception, attitudes, values, and beliefs on personal identity.

· IVh. Work independently and cooperatively to accomplish goals.

· Va. Demonstrate and understanding of concepts such as role, status, and social class in describing the interactions of individuals and social groups.

· Vc. Identify and analyze examples of tensions between expressions of individuality and group or institutional efforts to promote social conformity.

· VId. Describe the ways nations and organizations respond to forces of unity and diversity affecting order and security.

· VIf. Explain conditions, actions, and motivations that contribute to conflict within and among nations.

· VIIi. Use economic concepts to help explain historical and current developments and issues in local, national, or global contexts.

· VIIIa. Examine and describe the influence of culture on scientific and technological choices and advancement, such as in transportation, medicine, and warfare.

· IXc. Describe and analyze the effects of changing technologies on the global community.

III. Scope and Sequence

Day 1 Theme: Push and Pull Factors Influencing Immigration
Objectives:

· Identify the push-pull factors influencing human migration and settlement. CCSD CEF (5)3.22
· Describe how scarcity requires a person to make a choice and identify a cost associated with the decision. CCSD CEF (5)2.1
· Demonstrate an understanding that people may respond to the same incentive in different ways because they may have different preferences. CCSD CEF (5)2.2
Activities:

· Have students define push and pull factors using their social studies textbooks.

· Use concept mapping software to have students brainstorm possible push and pull factors contributing to U.S. immigration during the nineteenth century.
Day 2 Theme: Steerage Experiences for Travelers
Objectives:

· Describe the difference between a natural-born and a naturalized citizen of the United States. CCSD CEF (5)1.12
· Identify and describe the locations of selected historical events. CCSD CEF (5)3.13
· Identify and compare per capita measures for the U.S. for different time periods. CCSD CEF (5)2.5
· Demonstrate concern and respect for the rights of self and others. CCSD CEF (5)1.22

Activities:

Students will experience what it was like to cross the Atlantic from Europe by journeying as steerage passengers in a simulated cargo ship. 

Day 3 Theme: The Titanic as a Technological Wonder
Objectives:

· Identify major advancements in science and technology, including: television, computers. CCSD CEF (5)4.24
Activities:

A speaker will present the differences between ship construction of the past and present and the role technological development played in the differences.

Day 4 Theme: The Titanic Tragedy: Inquiry Opportunities
Objectives:

· Identify sources of information people use to form an opinion. CCSD CEF (5)1.11
· Differentiate between facts and opinions. CCSD CEF (5)1.21

· Locate and gather geographic information from a variety of sources. CCSD CEF (5)3.40
· Investigate and interpret information from a variety of geographic sources. CCSD CEF (5)3.42

· Ask an historical question and identify resources to be used in research. CCSD CEF (5)4.3
· Read, interpret, and analyze historical passages. CCSD CEF (5)4.28
Activities:

Present students with the questions: “What caused the Titanic tragedy?” Allow them to postulate responses. Then, inform them they will spend social studies, library, and computer time trying to identify additional contributing factors.

· Library time: Students review print-based media (social studies trade books) to hypothesize additional factors.

· Computer time: Separate students into two groups. One group reviews pre-selected unitedstreaming Titanic resources. The second group engages in a Titanic webquest.

· Social studies time: Students collect and organize their hypotheses. Students then create a storyboard for a slideshow that will publicize their findings. 

Day 5 Theme: The Titanic Tragedy: Reporting and Publicizing Findings

Objectives:

· Describe how the physical setting influenced an event in the past. CCSD CEF (5)3.35
· Draw a conclusion by presenting geographic information in an oral or written report accompanied by maps or graphics. CCSD CEF (5)3.43

· Organize historical information from a variety of sources. CCSD CEF (5)4.4
Activities:

Students work in triads to create slideshow overviews of the Titanic tragedy. The slideshow must:

· Provide evidence for their conclusion about what caused the tragedy; and,

· Include text, still graphics, and video.

Students will present their slideshows to their classmates at the end of the school day. These slideshows will be placed online for public viewing after school.

Additional Assessment:

Students will play the Tom Snyder simulation Decisions, Decisions: Immigration. As working through the program, they will maintain a detailed journal detailing their choice options and final decisions. They must also provide detailed reasons for their choices. Students must include references to the activities completed in class and data learned from the Titanic tragedy to support their choices.


