Tt

HETNLEE wm T T

Aoerrild
Prentice Hall




Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Parker, Walter,

Social studies in elementary education / Walter C. Parker— 12th ed,

p. cm. : '
Includes bibliographical references and index,
ISBN 0-13-113936-3
1. Social sciences—Study and teaching (Elementary)—United States. L. Title.
. . . Y

LB1584.J3 2005

372.83'044'0973—dc22 _
2003063260

Vice President and Executive Publisher: Jeffery W, Johnston
Editor: Linda Ashe Montgomery

Editorial Assistant: Laura Weaver

Development Editor: Hope Madden

Production Editor: Mary M. Irvin

Design Coordinator: Diane C, Lorenzo

Photo Coordinator: Lori Whitley - :
Cover Deslgner: Jeff Vanik - v
Coverimages: SuperStock, Getty Images, and Corbis
Production Manager: Pamela D, Bennett. '
Director of Marketing: Ann Castel Davis

Marketing Manager: Darcy Betts Prybella

Marketing Coordinator: Tyra Poole _ : .
This book was set in Minion by Carlisle Comnmunications, Ltd. It was printed and bound by R, R. Donnelley and Sons
Company. The cover was printed by Lehigh Press. : _ oL :

Photo Credits: Silver Burdett Ginn: 3; Anthony Magnacca/Merrill; 9, 67, 157, 197, 243, 253, 285, 322, 343, 393; David
Young-Wolff/Getty Images Inc.-Stone Allstock: 20; Laimute Druskis/PH College: 29; Anne Vega/Merrill: 49, 166, 311,
413, 418, 428; Carol Hamilton Cobb: 85; Lynchburg Police Department: 88; Charles Gatewood/PH College: 107; Cour-
tesy of Southern Oregon Historical Society: 123, 385, 449; Tom Watson/Merrill: 129, 267; Scott Cunningham/Merrill:
213, 332; Richard Hutchings/Silver Burdett Ginn: 215; KS Studios/Merrill; 231; Barbara Schwartz/Merrill; 290; Suzanne
Weinberg: 297; Susan Robichaud: 352; U.S. Pish and Wildlife Service: 473, -

Copyright © 2005, 2001, 1997, 1993, 1990, 1986, 1982, 1977, 1971, 1967, 1963, 1959, by Pearson

Eduecation, Inc., Upper Saddle River, New Jersey 07458, Pearson Prentice Hall. ATl rights reserved.

Printed in the United States of America. This publication is protected by Copyright and permission should

be obtained from the publisher prior to any prohibited reproduction, storage in a retrieval system, or

transmission in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or likewise. For

information regarding permission(s), write to: Rights and Permissions Department. - _
,

Pearson Prentice Hall™ is a trademark of Pearson Education, Inc, .o |
Pearson® is a registered trademark of Pearson plc L '
Prentice Hall® is a registered trademark of Pearson Education, Inc.

Merrill® is a registered trademark of Pearson: Education, Inc.

Pearson Education Ltd. Pearson Education Australia Pty, Limited
Pearson Education Singapore Pte. Ltd, Pearson Education North Asia Lid,
Pearson Education Canada, 1.td. . Pearson Educacién de Mexico, S.A. de C.V,
Pearson Education—Japan : _ Pearson Education Malaysia Pte, Ltd.
PEARSON '
e e

herrill
Preniice Hall

1098765432
ISBN: 0-13-113936-3




88

These students “adopted” a block near their school.

the damage. This is social action. But if they propose new rules to officials or request
stronger enforcement of existing rules, this is political action. Both social and political ac-
tion by citizens are important for the health of democratic communities. As Supreme Court
Justice Louis Brandeis said early in this century, “The greatest menace to freedom is an in-
ert people.” _

Community-service activities can be spontaneous and short-lived, such as when chil-
dren learn of a fire at a nearby house and collect canned goods and clothing for the family.
Activities can also be planned systematically and sustained over a longer period of time,
such as the adoption of a creek or a section of the school grounds.

Examples of Community Service

The following projects have been done by real kids in real communities. Note that some are
social, some are political, and some are both.

Saving a creek. The children at an elementary school near Everett, Washington, decided
to do something about a dirty little stream named Pigeon Creek. The children were alarmed
that Pigeon Creek had become so dirty that salmon stopped coming there to lay their eggs,
so they “adopted” it.
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The first thing the children did was to get an aquarium for their classroom and raise
thousands of salmon eggs. Meanwhile, they worked with people in their community to
clean up the creek. Litter was removed, and the children put up “DON’T DUMP” signs.
When the eggs hatched, the students released them in Pigeon Creek and monitored the
creek to keep it clean. :

Getting out the vote, One elementary school teacher from Salt Lake City, Barbara Lewis,
has a unique way of impressing on her students the importance of voting. In her book for
children about social action, she tells them:

Do you know that a lot of adults are numb? They’re numb from filling out forms, balancing
checkbooks, changing diapers, and changing tires. In the process, many have forgotten the
principles our country was founded upon. Many don't think their votes count for anything. . ..
Imagine what could happen if kids attacked their communities in a campaign to shake adulis
out of the mothballs,"” '

Children can be very influential participants in get-out-the-vote campaigns. Distributed
door-to-door, their flyers can read: “We can’t vote yet. You can. Please do.” By urging adults
to register and vote, children can learn about voting eligibility, voting rates, and the role vot-
ing plays in representative democracies. Hopefully, the experience will encourage them to
become regular voters themselves.

Teaching senior citizens about computers. Clare Devine teaches at North Dover Fle-
mentary School in Toms River, New Jersey. Her students had learned about computers in
the school’s computer lab. They realized that many adults around them, especially older
people, were nervous about working with these machines. Ms. Devine and the children de-
cided to offer a series of classes to senjors. Significant cooperative group work and planning
were involved—both good opportunities for citizenship learning. In the computer classes,
the students showed their “students” how to write to their grandchildren using word pro-
cessing programs and how to communicate on the Internet, and they shared some of their
favorite computer games.
Ms. Devine liked how the project brought the two groups together. Did the seniors like

the classes? “Yes, T think so. This year at the last class,” reported Ms. Devine, “they boughtice

cream for everyone.”?

Giraffes stick their necks out. Members of the Giraffe Club in LaConner Elementary
School in LaConner, Washington, make this vow: “I promise to stick my neck out to make
a difference. I will help people, animals, and my environment to make the world a better
place to live””® The little giraffes do all manner of things to help people. (The address of
the Giraffe organization and other resources appear in Figure 3-7.) One service they per-
form is gathering donations of food for people at Friendship House, 2 shelter for homeless

people.

Other Community Projects

Good neighbor club. Middle-grade students formed a Good Neighbor Club to help el-
derly residents in the neighborhood with yard work and errands.
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Pear tutoring for citizenship. Your students can heip welcome new children from other
lands, not only into the classroom social system, but also into the processes of democratic
citizenship, An immigrant child can be paired with an especially good citizen in your class-
room-—or one who needs to learn to be a better citizen. This tutor helps the new student
learn to participate in class discussions and consider all alternatives when making a deci-
sion. Ask a resourceful parent to obtain a copy of the citizenship test preparation booklet
from the federal courthouse. The peer tutor can go over the items with the new student and
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FIGURE 3-7 Community-service resources.

American Bar Association, 541 N. Fairbanks CT, Chicago, IL 60611-3314.
Phone: (312) 988-5522. Internet: www.abanet.org

American Red Cross, Program and Services Department, 2025 E. St.,, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20006-5099. Phone: (202) 303-4498. internat:
WWW.redoross.org

American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, Education
Department, 424 E.92nd St., New York, NY 10128. Phone: (21 2) 876-7700.
Internet: www.aspca.org :

Boys and Girls Clubs of America, 1230 Peachtree St., N.W., Atlanta, GA 30309.
Phaone: (404) 487-5700. Internet: www.bgea.org

Center for Civie Education, 51486 Douglas Fir Rd., Calabasas, CA 91302.
Phone: (818) 591-9321. Internet: www.civiced.org

Close Up Foundation, 44 Canal Center Plaza, Arlington, VA 22314,
Phone: (800) 256-7387. Internet: www.closeup.org

Constitutional Rights Foundation, 601 S. Kingsley Dr., Los Angelss, CA 90005.
Phone: (213) 487-5590. Internet: www.crf-usa.org

Educators for Social Responsibility, 23 Garden St., Cambridge, MA 02138,
Phone: (617) 492-1764. Internet: www.esrnational.org

Giraffe, PO. Box 759, Langley, WA 98260. Phone: (360) 221-7989.
internet; www.giraffe.org

Habitat for Humanity, 121 Habitat St., Americus, GA 31709.
Phone: {912) 924-6935. Internet: www.habitat.org

National Association for the Advancement of Colored Pecple,
4805 Mt. Hope Dr., Baltimore, MD 21215-3297. Phone: (877) NAACP-98.
Internet: www.naacp.org

Rethinking Schools, 1001 E. Keefe Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53212,
Phone: (800) 669-4192, Internet: www.rethinkingschools.org

Volunteers of America, 1660 Duke St., Alexandria, VA 22314.
Phone: (703) 341-5000. Internet; www.volunteersofamerica.org

explain ideas, people, and places (e.g., national and local elections, representatives, and

Washington, D.C.}.

Adopt a part of the school. Frustrated by vandalism and litter on school grounds,
fifth-grade children surveyed other students in the school to determine how many re-
garded this as a pressing problem. Results in hand, they wrote a proposal to the princi-
pal. On its approval, the children divided up the grounds by the number of classrooms
in their school. Then they mounted a campaign to persuade each class to adopt one sec-
tion of the school grounds as its own, regularly picking up the litter and painting over

vandals’ marks.
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Civic letter writing, On a walk around the school, a third-grade class noticed that 2 main
sidewalk was so badly damaged that children on their way to and from school had to walk
into the street to avoid it. The class had practiced writing five kinds of letters: fetters of sup-
port, letters giving information, letters requesting something, letters disagreeing with an ac-
tion or opinion, and persuasive letters, They debated which kind was best for the current
situation, eventually deciding to draft a letter to the city council informing it of the prob-
lem and requesting a repair.

Public information campaigns. Students can create posters.and flyers for the school and
neighborhood. These should be informational in nature, educating readers about a prob-
lem and suggesting possible or proven solutions the students think others should know
about. Possibilities are fire safety in the home and at campgrounds, poisonous products in
the home, and pet safety.

One group of fourth-graders was studying pollution problems in each region of the
United States as part of their U.S. geography curriculum. One student brought to class a
newspaper article about things that can pollute their front yards—weed killers and chemi-
cal fertilizers. Children playing in the yard and pets rolling in the grass can come into con-
tact with these chemicals and track them into the house. They may develop rashes and
become ill. These students produced a flyer that described the problem, listed information
resources, and suggested remedies: '

1. After using weed killers and fertilizers, water the lawn once a day for two days before
allowing people or pets on it, '

2. Take your shoes off before entering the house.

3. Don’t use “weed and feed” products. They fertilize grass while spreading weed killer
even where there are no weeds. Instead, pull weeds or use a spot sprayer.

The children printed the flyers and distributed them to the houses or apartments near
their homes. Children, of course, should never go door-to-door without an adult supervi-
sor. When this poses a difficulty, teachers rely on the classroom newsletter to get the word
out to parents, school board members, and others on the class’s mailing list.

CITIZENSHIP KNOWLEDGE

We have examined three categories of participatory democracy: discussing and deciding
what to do about public problems (in the classroom, the community, and beyond), voting,
and community service and action. If children learn to be good deliberators, well-prepared
voters, and generous community servants, that would be terrific. But there is something bet-
ter: knowledgeable deliberators, knowledgeable voters, and knowledgeable community ser-
vants. When participants possess a rich storehouse of knowledge about democracy and
social life near and far, their discussions and decisions are more intelligent and their service
projects more effective. As James Madison, one of the leading minds behind the U.S. Con-
stitution and fourth president of the United States, wrote in 1788, “A people who mean to
be their own governors must arm themselves with the power knowledge gives.”



